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compromise to survive. 
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community 

News 


SGV and Sterling at 70 


Jollibee, Puregold, Robinsons in Forbes Fab 50 



The Federation of 
Filipino-Chinese 
Chambers of 
Commerce and 
Industry Inc. celebrates 
the Mid-Autumn 
Festival with media 
practitioners at the 
FFCCCII headquarters 
in Muelle de Binondo, 
Manila on Sept. 6. 


Tiu, Trinity University of Asia’s new president 


Rice Bucket Challenge entitled the 
“Balik Biyaya Para Sa Magsasaka” 
project. 

For every 10 kilograms of Doha 
Maria rice that people buy from 
Aug. 15 to Sept. 30, the company 
will give two kilograms to farmers. 

Sterling chief executive officer 
Henry Lim Bon Liong shares, 
“You know it’s such a big irony. 
The farmers are the ones producing 
the rice and feeding us and right 
now, there are farmers going 
hungry in drought-stricken areas 
in Mindanao.” 

Lim has been conducting the 
rice bucket challenge since 2014 
and has given thousands upon 
thousands of buckets of rice to 
indigents. 


trading goods, commodities and 
merchandise. 

The annual listing recognizes 
the Asia-Pacific region’s corporate 
stars which have publicly traded 
for at least a year, with the top 
Fab 50 getting ranked based on 
market value and over a dozen other 
financial measures. 


whereto_ J 


@Ayala Museum 

Makati Avenue cor. De La Rosa St. 
Greenbelt Park, Makati City 
•Ikwento Mo, Beh! A Writeshop 
with Nick Deocampo 
^Sept. 29,30; Oct. 5,6,7 (fees apply) 
•Yee I-Lann: 2005-2016 
^until Oct. 2 

•Tinker Tales: Ang Ilustrador ng 
Kabataan at 25 ^until Oct. 16 

®759-8288 local 25 
^education@ayalamuseum.org 

Venture: Capital, group exhibition 

1335MABINI 
2/F CasaTesoro Bldg. 

1335 Mabini St., Ermita, Manila 
^until Sept. 23 ®254-8498 

^info@1335mabini.com 

Papers and Layers, Association of 
Pinoy Print Makers Exhibit 

2/F Hallway Gallery and Little 
Theater Lobby 

Cultural Center of the Philippines 
Roxas Blvd. cor. Pablo Ocampo Sr. St. 
Pasay City 

^until Sept. 25 ®832-1125 

^ccp.exhibits@gmail.com 

Anchor:Homageto Eduardo Castrillo 

Galerie Joaquin 

371 P. Guevarra St. cor. Montessori 
Lane, Addition Hills, San Juan City 
^until Sept. 30 ®723-9418 

^info@galeriejoaquin.com 

There, Not There and on the Way 

Galleria Duemila 

210 Loring St., Pasay City 

^until Sept. 30 ®833-9815 

Collective Memory 

Artery Art Space 

102 P.Tuazon Blvd.,Cubao,QuezonCity 
^until Oct.l ®725-2837 

Mountain Top by Dansoy Coquilla 

Gallery Indigo, BenCab Museum 
6Asin Road,Tuba, Metro Baguio 
^until Oct. 9 ®(074) 442-7165 

^bencabartfoundation@gmail.com 

Mexican Modernity: 20th Century 
Paintings from the Zapanta 
Mexican Art Collection 

Yuchengco Museum 
RCBC Plaza, corner Ayala and Gil 
PuyatAve., Makati City 
^until Nov. 24 

^info@yuchengcomuseum.org 

@Ateneo Art Gallery 

Rizal Library Special Collections Bldg. 
Ateneo de Manila University 
Katipunan Ave., Loyola Heights 
Quezon City 

•Ateneo Art Awards 2016 Exhibition 

^until Dec. 3 

•Figuring Filipino Utopia 

•Los Desastres de la Democracia 

(The Disasters of Democracy) 

^until Jan. 14,2017 @426-6488 

^aag@ateneo.edu 



Artist’s rendition of the soon-to-open 
Chinatown Museum. 


Binondo welcomes 
Chinatown museum 

The world’s oldest Chinatown 
will soon have another historic first 
- the Philippines’ first Chinatown 
Museum to be opened at the Lucky 
Chinatown Mall. 

The Chinatown Museum will 
be comprised of 15 galleries that 
will illustrate the history and 
heritage of Binondo and nearby 
areas - from its beginnings as 
a 16th century settlement for 
Christianized Chinese into a 19th 
century cosmopolitan hub of 
Spanish Philippines into finally 
becoming a center for commercial 
trade in the heart of Manila. 

The museum will also pay tribute 
to prominent Tsinoy personalities 
and families, who have contributed 
significantly to the progress and 
development of Binondo. 

As well, various galleries will 
feature businesses and industries 
that originated in the Tsinoy 
community and made Binondo a 
commercial power. 

This 1,542 square meter museum 
will serve as a cultural repository 
and educational institution for the 
benefit of students, scholars and the 
Tsinoy community. 

It will also elevate the Chinese 
cultural experience of mall patrons. 

The museum is located at the 
fourth level of the mall’s annex 
building. 



Trinity University of Asia 
celebrated the investiture of Dr. 


Wilfred U. Tiu (D D D ) on Sept. 
16. 


Two notable institutions in the 
country separately marked their 
70th anniversary this 2016. 

To celebrate time-tested 
relationships, SGV welcomed its 
clients, alumni, friends and staff to 
an evening of music and world-class 
talent at the Mall of Asia Arena, 
Pasay City on Aug. 24. 

The event, which marked 
the culmination of SGV’s 70th 
anniversary festivities, was SGV’s 
way of expressing its appreciation 
to all the people who have been a 
significant part of its journey. 

SGV chairman and managing 
partner Vic Noel opened the 
evening with a message of gratitude 
to clients for their continuing trust 
and confidence; alumni partners 


Philippine companies Jollibee, 
Puregold and Robinsons Retail are 
in Forbes Asia’s Fab 50 listing of 
Asia’s Best Big Public Companies. 

The three popular Filipino brand 
companies were selected from 
among 1,524 public companies 
with at least $1.7 billion annual 
revenue. 


Tiu, who had primary and 
secondary education at St. Stephen’s 
High School, holds doctorate degree 
in Philosophy from the Walter and 
Eliza Hall Institute of Medical 
Research, University of Melbourne 
in Australia; masteral degree in 
Business Administration; and 
Bachelor of Science (Biology) from 
the University of the Philippines. 

He is a noted academician whose 
experiences cover the areas of research, 
instruction, and administration. 


and staff for their fierce loyalty to 
the firm; and all the friends of SGV 
for sharing the company’s story, and 
for being an important part of its 
heritage and legacy. 

Noel closed with, “Ultimately, 
you are our reason to celebrate. 
You are our strength. You are our 
growth. You are our vision.” 

Lea Salonga, accompanied 
by the ABS-CBN Philharmonic 
Orchestra under conductor Gerard 
Salonga, took the audience on a 
journey through SGV’s history 
with a series of medleys, including 
favorites from Broadway musicals 
and popular songs. 

The Sterling Paper Group of 
Companies marked their 70th year 
with a vamped up version of the 


Jollibee Foods Corp., a restaurant 
industry star involved in developing, 
operating and franchising fast food 
stores, had $2.21 billion revenue. 

Puregold Price Club Inc. trades 
consumer products with a revenue 
of $2.13 billion while Robinsons 
Retail Holdings revenue is marked 
at $2 billion for its business in 


His research on immunology and 
molecular biology related to the 
development of a vaccine against 
parasitic infection endemic in the 
Philippines and other countries 
earned him the Outstanding Young 
Scientist Award in the area of 
Parasitology and Immunology and 
the Science Prize in Biology, both 
in 1990. 

He has published several articles 
in local and international scientific 
journals. 


Tiu taught at U.P. Manila for 
several years as research associate 
in 1980 and professor in 1995. He 
retired from U.P. in 2001. 

His experiences as academic 
administrator in U.P. and later in 
Makati Hope Christian School 
further honed his leadership skills. 

As president, Tiu will continue 
the efforts of Trinity’s past leaders 
in propelling the university towards 
becoming a world-class higher 
education institution. 
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community 

News 


PH, Malaysia cooperate on Sabah abductions 


The Philippine military said 
it is exchanging intelligence with 
Malaysia following the abduction 
of three Malaysian fishermen by 
suspected Filipino gunmen in 
Sabah. 

Seven armed men, on board two 
green speedboats, intercepted the 
trawler near the island of Pompom 
off Semporna town, and abducted 
its skipper and two crew members 
on Sept. 10. 

Four crew members were left un¬ 
harmed and reported the incident 
to their employer, who immediately 


reported the abduction to the police 
before dawn the next day. 

The Western Mindanao Com¬ 
mand, citing Malaysian intelligence 
report, said the armed men sped off 
toward the direction of Alice Reef 
and Bulubulu Island of Tawi-Tawi. 

No individual or group claimed 
responsibility for the latest abduc¬ 
tion. 

From illegal drugs to 
kidnapping 

Chief of the Philippine National 
Police Director General Ronald 
dela Rosa has instructed police 


commanders to intensify intelli¬ 
gence-gathering and other security 
measures to prevent criminal groups 
from shifting back to kidnapping- 
for-ransom activities. 

Dela Rosa said that most of the 
criminal syndicates dealt in illegal 
drugs activities because of big earn¬ 
ings and ease in selling drugs. “Since 
they are having difficulty now selling 
drugs because of our operations, they 
may shift back to kidnapping-for- 
ransom.” 

During the time of President 
Arroyo, the rising cases of kidnap- 


ping-for-ransom motivated the 
government to create a special 
task force to hunt down KFR 
groups. 

The KFR activities had de¬ 
clined sharply since then, except 
in Mindanao where almost all of 
the incidents are perpetrated by 
the Abu Sayyaf Group or groups 
connected to the bandit group. 

For this reason, Dela Rosa also 
instructed his men in Mindanao 
to focus on anti-kidnapping mea¬ 
sures as this could also be used as 
diversionary tactic of the ASG and 
their sympathizers in western and 
central part of Mindanao. 



Kidnap W\tch 


Collected by Movement for 
Restoration Peace & Order 


OTHER DEVELOPMENTS 

KIDNAPPED: CLARITA BELISA- 
RIO, 59, in Linamon, Lanao del 
Norte on Sept. 12. She was tending 
her gasoline station when uniden¬ 
tified men in a white sport utility 
vehicle pulled over and dragged her 
into the vehicle. 

ESCAPED: Chinese national Kun 
Liang Cao, 26, in Canlubang, 
Laguna, on Sept. 7. He said four 
unidentified Chinese men barged 
into his Makati City apartment, 
forced him into a blue Mercedes 
Benz with a PNP 91 commemora¬ 
tive plate and headed toward the 
South Luzon Expressway. While in 
the car, the kidnappers demanded 
Pl4 million. He said he jumped 
off the car when it stopped at the 
tollgate in Canlubang and sought 
the HPG’s assistance in the area. 


Shabu lab raid nabs 7 Chinese; 6 get life for shabu bust 


Police arrested six Chinese men 
and a woman during a raid on a 
clandestine shabu laboratory in 
Magalang, Pampanga. 

Five of the suspects were identified 
as Luey Wang, Phillip Chang, Wans 
Shitzu, Alvin Wang and Susan Wang. 

The shabu laboratory was found 
in a building on a 3.5-hectare 
piggery in Sitio Kabayong Saron, 
Barangay San Ildefonso. 


Police said the laboratory is used 
not only to test the quality of shabu 
but also refine low-grade shabu. It 
could reportedly process low-grade 
shabu worth P600,000 into refined 
shabu worth P2 million per kilo. 

The piggery is near the Central 
Luzon Philippine National Police 
Regional Training Center, Central 
Luzon Drug Rehabilitation Center 
and the Pampanga Agricultural 


University. The laboratory was put 
up there to avoid suspicion while the 
piggery covers the smell of shabu. 

Meanwhile, six persons were 
sentenced to life imprisonment for 
possession of more than 400 kilos 
of shabu worth P2 billion in Subic, 
Zambales in 2013. 

Albert Chin, Romeo Manalo, 
Joselito Esqueta, Coronel Disierto, 
Emmanuel Erwin Tobias and Dennis 


Dormido were each also ordered to 
pay P1 million fine. Esqueta, Disi¬ 
erto, Tobias and Dormido were ar¬ 
rested while loading the drugs into 
a Nissan Urvan (XBX-507) during 
a raid on a house in Sta. Monica 
Subd., Barangay Sto. Tomas. 

Chin and Manalo tried to es¬ 
cape, but were caught at a tollgate 
of the North Luzon Expressway in 
Floridablanca, Pampanga. 
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Your health 
is our concern.' 
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650 Ongpin comer Nueva Sts. nr. Binondo Church, Binondo, Manila 
Telephone Nos.: 242-9759 • 242-9758 



Teac her Bal dwin 

2016 Art 
Workshop 

is ongoing! 

fmEmStOium 

522002 

Email: teacher_baldwin@yahoo.com 
Visit: www.facebook.com/baldwin.kho 


24HCXJRS NATIONWICE 5KURITY OPBiATIONS 


PHUPPINE AIRHAVUK 
SECURTIYAGBJCY, INC. 

548 Banawe Street, SMH, Quezon City 
• Security services: office-residential-commercial- 
industrial-hotels-resorts-restaurants-schools- 
hospitals-banks-airports-ports 
• Security survey and planning services 
• Surveillance & background investigation services 
• Security training services 

FOR INQUIRIES^ CALL: 
435-B3& 7U-]68t> 740-3252* 783-5096 
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museum HOURS: TUESDAYS* SUNDAYS 1-5 P.M. 

KfiiiB’Angelo King Herltagn Cnnfnr, 32 Anda corner Cabildo SIreels, Inhamuroa, Menlle 
Tel«.: m-mi ■ 527-6D83 Fax: {63-2} 527-6065 EmaEf: lnfo0bahartsEnor.org 
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OPINION 


Crimes vs. humanity 


O n Sept. 12, the Muslim world celebrated Hari Raya or 
Eid al-Adha, the second of two Muslim holidays marked 
yearly worldwide. Like new year celebrations in the Gregorian 
and lunar calendars, Muslims greet this festival with a great 
joy. Also known as “the Sacrifice Feast” to commemorate 
Abraham’s willingness to sacrifice his son Isaac, Eid al-Adha 
symbolizes purification and renewal and signifies a victory of 
self-restraint. 

Naturally, there are people around the world who think 
the world will be more peaceful without Muslims. Many had 
been victims of atrocities, including terrorist acts, or repression 
perpetrated by authoritarian Islamic states or groups. 

It is, however, unfair to blame the whole Muslimdom 
for the problems created by Islamic extremists, even if some 
did it in the name of religion. Just think of what people had 
thought of the early Christians when they waged the crusades 
against the Moors and committed atrocities in the name of 
Christianity. It was also the period of witchhunting that 
witnessed martyrdoms. 

Remembering 9/11 

The day before Hari Raya was a day of remembering in 
the United States. Fifteen years ago that day, the infamous 
9/11 tragedy changed the lives of Americans and showed the 
world that the superpower that is America is not invulnerable. 
It made Americas allies rethink about their own security and 
vulnerabilities to terrorist attacks. 

The two extremes of people’s reactions to 9/11 are still 
very much evident, especially after viewing the footages of 
interviews of victims and comments of talk show guests. At the 
one end are angry calls to obliterate terrorist lairs no matter the 
extensive collateral damage it would create as a consequence. 
At the other are voices cautioning the U.S. to learn its lesson 
from the tragedy and stop the violence perpetrated in its war 
on terrorism. 

The extremists had shown Americans the extent they would 
go to fight for their beliefs. The U.S. and its allies should 
reevaluate their strategy of continuing to fight violence with 
violence. 


Soul of China 

By Go Bon Juan 


O n April 24, 1911, Lin Jue Min (D D D )? then 24, a 
native of Fujian and schooled also in Japan, wrote his 
father and his wife a farewell letter (D D D D D ) before 
joining the Guangzhou (Canton) uprising against the 
Manchu regime. 

Part of the letter to his seven-month pregnant wife was 
hurriedly written on a white handkerchief 
It reads: 

My dear wife, it is because I love you too much that I am 
willing to boldly give up my life. Ever since I met you, I always 
wish that all lovers in China would eventually become a family 
But everywhere around us is the stinking smell of blood, the 
streets are full of wolves and dogs. In this sort of society, how 
many families can claim true happiness^ Ancients say, respect 


History has taught humanity that violence begets violence 
and is never a solution to our problems. This is especially true 
when we deal with collateral damage. 

Whether they are Muslims or non-Muslims, the loss of 
human lives is a high price to pay in the name of achieving 
peace. The destruction of irreplaceable artifacts in the wars 
against terror and the counterattacks are an irreparable crime 
vs humanity. 


Tsinoy Beats & Bytes 

By Teresita Ang See 


Recall the Talibans’ bombing of the two gigantic fourth- 
century Buddha statues in the Bamiyan valley in Afghanistan. 
I am not a Buddhist, but I mourn with the world the loss of 
such priceless artifacts that show the world that Buddhism, 
a religion of peace and serenity, once thrived in Afghanistan, 
which would later become a hotbed of wars, conflict and 
destruction. 

Bridges of understanding 

''Bai wen bu ruyijian (□ D D □ D D ).” 

The Chinese saying means, “Seeing it once is more effective 
than hearing about it a hundred times.” 

China, in its bid to reach out to the world, has been 
exercising soft power to enhance people’s understanding and 
knowledge about the country. Various types of people-to- 
people exchanges achieve a lot in building a pool of unwitting 
ambassadors of goodwill. 

Last Sept. 6, China gathered 17 museum and archaeology 
professionals from eight ASEAN countries for a lO-day 
workshop organized by the China Administration of Cultural 
Heritage and the Guangdong Province Guangdong Provincial 

Institute of Cultural Relics and Archaeology (0 D D D D D 
DDDDDDDDDD). 

Aside from the excellent learning opportunity about 
Chinese history, archaeology and recent discoveries in 
underwater marine archaeology, the activity opened new 


our elders as well as the elders of others, care for our youngsters 
as well as the youngsters of others. With my full love to you in my 
heart, I want to help people of the world to love their loved ones, 
that is why I dare to die ahead of you, to set you aside. I hope 
you can understand my feelings, while feeling sad and crying 
for me, think also of the people of China. You should be happy 
to sacrifice yours and my happiness for the eternal happiness of 
the people of China. 

Three days later, the uprising erupted. Lin led the attack 
on the governor’s office of Guangdong and Guanxi. While 
retreating, they encountered enemy forces. Lin was captured 
after a life-and-death fight. 

During trial, the perfectly composed Lin discussed world 
situation, propagated the rationale of the revolution, and 


networks among ASEAN museums and archaeology experts. 

China took pains to emphasize that the ancient maritime 
Silk Road was a precursor of its modern Silk Road, the One 
Belt One Road strategy. 

Watch out for the full write-up about this activity in future 
Tulay issues. 

In my opening remarks, representing all the participants, 
I shared that: “All the ASEAN countries have close ties with 
China that date back centuries before the colonial powers 
found out about us. I am sure all of us have also studied our 
people’s common Austronesian origins. 

“We also share intertwining fates and destinies throughout 
our histories. Last year, we commemorated the 70th year of 
our victory against the fascist war. It is a dark period in history 
that affected all of us and one where we extended helping 
hands to each other. 

“Most importantly, the maritime trade that brought 
Chinese goods, technology and culture all over the world 
brought not just material goods but also a wealth of China’s 
knowledge, technology, beliefs and wisdom. These goods 
found their way to Europe through Latin America, thus 
forming the first really globalized network called the Manila- 
Acapulco galleon trade. 

“At the same time, Chinese merchants brought back to 
China a wealth of information and knowledge about the 
Southeast Asian countries, their people, customs, beliefs 
and products. 

“Our shared history and culture are ties that bind us 
together. They are more solid and long-lasting than the issues 
that divide us. People-to-people exchanges are very important 
for enhancing friendship and mutual understanding. They 
are invisible bridges that help us reach out to one another.” 

The Guangdong workshop allowed us to learn more not 
just about Chinese history, archaeology and anthropology, not 
just about museums and cultural heritage but also exposed 
us to Chinese culture and the way they do things. 

We all went home enriched by new knowledge, new 
friends, and new networks. 


urged Manchu government officials to abandon evil and do 
good, abolish tyranny and establish a republic. 

Days after, he faced execution bravely. 

Lin Jue Min was one of the famous 72 martyrs of 
Huang Hua Gang (DDDDDDDD)in Guangzhou. A 
monument was built in their memory. 

Lin’s touching and beautiful letter to his wife would 
become his legacy and made him more famous than his 
fellow martyrs. In moving language, it shows Lin resolving 
the dilemma arising from his two deep loves—for his country 
and for his wife. 

The legendary letter would later be considered a master¬ 
piece in Chinese literature. In fact, it is taught in our Chinese 
high school textbook,and we were required to memorize it. 


A farewell letter to wife 
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NEWS 






Philippine revenge drama awarded top prize at Venice film festival 


Philippine 
film “Ang Ba- 
baeng Humayo 
(The Woman Who 
Left),” a black and white drama 
by director Lav Diaz, has won the 
Golden Lion for best film at the 
Venice Film Festival. 

It bested 20 other movies that 
competed in the 73rd edition of 
the film festival. 

Diaz said the film, which tells the 
story of a schoolteachers thirst for 
revenge and her feelings of forgive- 



Lav Diaz shows off his Golden Lion for best film at the Venice Film Festival. 


Math wizards collect 30 medals, 12 awards 


Philippine math student wizards 
took home 30 medals and 12 merit 
awards from the 2016 Thailand 
International Mathematics Com¬ 
petition. 

The Philippine delegation of 32 
students harvested 19 medals and 12 
merit awards in the individual contest, 
and seven first runners-up and four 
second runners-up trophies in the 
group and team contests, according to 
the media release of the Mathematics 
Trainers Guild-Philippines. 


Two gold medals were won by 
Fedrick Lance Lim and Vicente 
Raphael Chan, both of Zamboanga 
Chong Hua High School. 

Earlier in August, the Philippine 
team also won two gold and two 
silver medals at the 2016 China 
Western Mathematical Invitational 
held in China. 

De La Salle University Integrated 
School’s Albert John Patupat won 
the gold, along with Grace Chris¬ 
tian College’s Shaquille Wyan Que. 


Four PH universities in world ranking 


The University of the Philip¬ 
pines led three other Philippine 
education institutions, rising to the 
top 400 of the 13th edition of the 
annual university ranking compiled 
by British company Quacquarelli 
Symonds. 

U.P. ranked 374th in the 2016- 
2017 listing, a significant improve¬ 
ment from the year before when the 
state university ranked within the 
401-410 range. 

QS said it based U.P.’s rise in 
three measures, namely academic 


reputation, faculty/student ratio, 
and international faculty ratio. 

The Jesuit-run Ateneo de Manila 
University stayed at the 501-550 
range, while De La Salle Uni¬ 
versity of the Brothers of Chris¬ 
tian Schools and the Domin¬ 
ican-run Pontifical University 
of Santo Tomas stayed at 701 + . 
ADMU was the only Filipino uni¬ 
versity that improved its research 
impact, measured using QS’ cita¬ 
tions per faculty metric. 

DLSU, meanwhile, was the only 


ness after 30 years in jail for a crime 
she did not commit, was a testimony 
to the struggles of the Philippines 
after centuries of colonial rule. 

In “Ang Babaeng Humayo,” 
a story about the absurdity of 
human existence, a wrongly con¬ 
victed schoolteacher plots retribu¬ 
tion against the ex-boyfriend who 
framed her, disguising herself in a 
bid to get close to her prey. 

Released in the late 1990s af¬ 
ter decades behind bars, Horacia 


(Charo Santos-Cancio) discovers 
her loved ones are either dead or 
gone, and the ex-boyfriend, now a 
wealthy underworld boss, becomes 
the target of her simmering rage. 

At nearly four hours long, Diaz’s 
film — nominally inspired by Leo 
Tolstoy’s 1872 short story “God 
Sees the Truth, But Waits” - plays 
with the theme of moral account¬ 
ability within a narrative colored 
by kidnappings, transgenderism 
and poverty. 


Medina wins bronze in Rio Paralympics 

Filipina Class 8 table-tennis Medina defeated Norway’s Aida 


Winning the silver were DLSU-IS 
student Luke Matthews Bernardo and 
GCC’s Adam Christopher Chan. 

The Philippine team competed 
against contestants from Australia, 
Canada, The Netherlands, South 
Korea, Hong Kong, China, Ma¬ 
cau, Bulgaria, Mexico, Thailand, 
Taiwan, Kazakstan, Mongolia, In¬ 
donesia, Cyprus, India, Iran, Laos, 
Lebanon, Macau, Malaysia, Nepal, 
Romania, South Africa, Sri Lanka, 
Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, Vietnam. 


paralympian Josephine Medina, 46, 
won a bronze medal at the Rio 2016 
Paralympic Games after she beat 
Germany’s Juliane Wolf 3-0. 

Medina debuted for the Philip¬ 
pines in 2006. She came in fourth 
in the 2012 London Paralympics. 
She also won a bronze medal in the 
2014 Asian Para Games in Incheon. 


Husic Dahlen during the prelimi¬ 
nary rounds. 

The Philippine paralympian lost 
to the eventual gold-medal winner, 
China’s Jingdian Mao, during the 
preliminary matches. 

Mao defeated France’s Thu Kam- 
kasomphou to win the gold, while 
the Frenchwoman won the silver. 


Pinoy shooters wins 56 gold medals 
in AustralAsia tournament 


Filipino university that improved 
its ranking in employer reputation. 
It also has the “most impactful 
researchers, as measured using cita¬ 
tions per faculty.” 

QS uses six performance indica¬ 
tors to assess universities’ rankings. 
These are academic reputation, 40 
percent; employer reputation, 10 
percent; student-to-faculty ratio, 
20 percent; citations per faculty, 20 
percent; international faculty ratio, 
5 percent; and international student 
ratio, 5 percent. 


The Philippine shooting team 
brought home the biggest medal 
haul with 56 gold, 15 silver and sev¬ 
en bronze medals at the AustralAsia 
2016 held in Surabaya, Indonesia. 

The 101 -member shooting team 
from the Philippine Practical Shoot¬ 
ing Association dominated over 480 
competitors from 20 countries at 


the four-day tournament. 

Champion shooters Jethro Dio- 
nisio and Jeufro “Jag” Lejano won 
three gold medals and trophies each. 

AustralAsia team awards based 
on aggregated scores from indi¬ 
vidual performances make up 40 
out of the 56 gold medals brought 
home by the Filipino shooters. 


Oxford Dictionary update 
adds Fiiipino words 



wim.allla.eenuny 
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winr.fnHicuiDiLC(Hn 


The Oxford English Dictionary’s 
September 2016 update has more 
than 1,000 revised and updated 
entries. Among the updated entries 
are at least 14 Filipino 
words, six of them dishes 
or delicacies. 

Popular and enduring 
party favorites like lechon 
(roasted pig), pancit 
(noodles), puto (steamed 
rice cake), kare-kare (stew 
cooked in peanut-based 
sauce), leche flan (custard 
made with milk, eggs and 
caramelized sugar) and 
balut, which OED de¬ 
scribed as fertilized duck’s 
egg boiled and eaten in 


the shell while still warm, made it 
to the list. 

Other Filipino words included 
in the September 2016 update 
are: Tita (aunt), Tito (uncle), Lolo 
(grandfather), Lola (grandmother) 
which are terms used for family 
members, bayanihan (communal 
work), yaya (nanny), amis (martial 
arts) and tabo (dipper). 

OED adds a word to its list when 
there is evidence the new terms are 
being used in a variety of different 
sources. If the new terms are deter¬ 
mined likely to stand the test of time, 
they eventually become candidates 
for inclusion in the dictionaries. 

The next OED update will be 
out in December. 
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ROUND UP 


Nanjing's Ming City Waii ceiebrates 650 years 



Empress Xiao’s crown. 



Sept. 5 is the 650th anniversary of the 
construction of Nanjing’s ancient city wall. 

Zhu Yuanzhang D D D j the first em¬ 
peror of the Ming Dynasty (1368-1644), 
ordered the city of Jiankang - Nanjing’s 
former name - to be expanded. 

The construction of the wall expansion 
started on Sept. 5, 1366 and went on for 
over 20 years. 

Today, the ancient wall has become a 
symbol of Nanjing. It is also one of China’s 
largest national treasures. 


internet ceiebrity: 90-year-oid 
running 117-year-oid bookshop 


Ninety-year-old Jiang Chengbo 
(D D D )? who runs a 117-year-old 
antique bookstore, has become an 
Internet celebrity, Yangtze Evening 
News reported. 

Jiang, who inherited the book¬ 
store from his grandfather, is the 
owner and third generation succes¬ 
sor of the bookstore. 

The bookstore, Wenxueshanfang 
(D D D D )? which literally trans¬ 
lates “literature mountain house,” 
was founded in 1899. 

At the time, the bookstore had 
a large number of antique books, 
some of which were rare books. 

Ever since a visitor talked about 
the bookstore on the Internet, an¬ 
tique book lovers from across the 
country have flocked there to look 
for books and take photos with him. 

Located in Niujia Alley, Suzhou, 
Jiangsu province, the bookstore cov¬ 
ers an area of about 13 square meters 
and is filled with antique books 
neatly categorized as literature, his¬ 
tory and philosophy. 

Xu Shichang D D D (1855- 
1939), president of the Republic of 
China between 1918-1922, honored 
the store by inscribing its plaque. 

The bookstore rose to fame 


afterwards and 
many renowned 
literary superstars 
of the time, such 
as Zhang Yuanji, 
president of the 
Commercial 
Press, historian 
Gu Jiegang, writ¬ 
er and translator 
Zheng Zhenduo, 
and philologist 
and philosopher Zhang Taiyan, 
became frequent visitors, as well as 
other scholars and writers. 

In 1956, the bookstore merged 
into state-owned Suzhou ancient 
books store and the “literature 
mountain house” disappeared. 

But Jiang’s heart was always in 
the original bookstore. 

Since he was 16 years old, Jiang 
helped his grandfather to run the 
bookstore and he became the em¬ 
ployee of Suzhou ancient books 
store where he was responsible for 
collecting antique books after the 
stores were merged. 

After retirement, he was still 
involved in exploring, rescuing, 
repairing and preserving antique 
books and Jiang gained a reputation 



Jiang Chengbo with ancient book in his bookstore (R). 
Two customers pick up books in Jiang’s bookstore (L). 

as a scholar of antique editions. 

In 2001, family finance con¬ 
straints forced retired Jiang to 
reopen the bookstore. It took 10 
years to build a flagship among the 
privately-owned antique bookstores 
in Suzhou. 

Many customers suggested to 
Jiang to use the bookstore’s original 
name, hence, D D D D was revived 
in September 2012. 

Jiang’s “big clients,” the national 
library and provincial libraries, col¬ 
lect books from his store to fill their 
collections. Many university profes¬ 
sors, scholars and book collectors are 
also his regular customers. 

In 2015, the bookstore was 
awarded “excellent bookstore of Su¬ 
zhou,” and Jiang got RMB30,000. 


Hundreds of citizens gathered at the city 
wall to celebrate the occasion. 

Cao Fangqing, an official with the 
Center for Protection of the Nanjing City 
Wall, said an application for the wall to 
become a World Cultural Heritage Site was 
submitted to the State Administration of 
Cultural Heritage this March. 

Teachers' Day 
in old China 

For the past 31 years. Sept. 10 is 
Teachers’ Day in China. It’s a day of 
festival, celebrating the 2,300-year 
tradition of respecting teachers and 
education in China. 

The history of Teacher’s Day dates 
back to the Han (202 B.C.-AD. 220) 
and Jin (1115-1234) dynasties. 

Each year on Aug. 27, Confucius’ 
birthday, the emperor and court of¬ 
ficials visit Confucius’ temple and 
pay tribute to the ancient philosopher. 
Royal teachers are invited to the impe¬ 
rial court for a banquet. 

Local officials also observe this day, 
and teachers around the nation en¬ 
joyed a day’s vacation and were given 
dried meat, as meat was considered a 
luxury during that time, as gifts. 

All states and counties would also 
stage sacrificial ceremonies to worship 
Confucius, with local chiefs or the 
emperor leading the rituals. 

Teachers excelling in their profes¬ 
sion are chosen from academies and 
learning institutions nationwide, re¬ 
ported to the royal court and awarded 
with 500 liang ([] ) silver coins. 

This custom went on until the 
Qing Dynasty (1636-1912). 


Sui Dynasty 
Empress Xiao's 
crown found 

The crown of Empress Xiao [] 
0 is the best preserved crown ever 
discovered in China to date. 

It has gone through laboratory 
analysis and relics protection pro¬ 
cedures, according to the Shaanxi 
Provincial Institute of Cultural 
Relics Protection and the Yangzhou 
Municipal Institute of Cultural 
Relics Archaeology. 

The study of the crown’s struc¬ 
ture and materials sheds light on 
dressing etiquette of the Sui Dy¬ 
nasty n (581-618 AD) and Tang 
Dynasty n (618-907). 

Experts discovered that the cot¬ 
ton used during the Sui Dynasty was 
grown in southern China; which of¬ 
fers a new basis for the study of the 
cultivation and spread of Chinese 
cotton. The crown’s gilded bronze 
tiles reveal the complex norm for 
hair accessories in that era. 



A Russian ballerina dressed as Chang’e, China’s moon goddess, performs 
amazing balletic feats of grace and endurance underwater at Zhongtai Sea 
World in Changchun on Sept. 13 in celebration of Mid-Autumn Festival. 
According to myth, the goddess Chang’e flew to the moon after drinking an 
immortality elixir. 


Two Chinese universities in top 100 globai ranking 


Tsinghua University and Peking 
University for the first time are 
among the top 100 global ranking 
of universities. 

The 2016 Academic Ranking of 
World Universities ranks Tsinghua at 
58th spot and Peking at 71st. 

A total of 41 Chinese mainland 
universities are among the top 500, 


nine more than in 2015. 

ARWU started presenting the 
world top 500 universities in 2003 
based on transparent methodology 
and third-party data. More than 
1,200 universities are ranked by 
ARWU every year. 

ARWU adopts six objective 
indicators, including the number 


of alumni and staff winning Nobel 
Prizes and Fields Medals, the number 
of Highly Cited Researchers, the 
number of articles published in 
journals of Nature and Science, the 
number of articles indexed in Science 
Citation Index-Expanded and Social 
Sciences Citation Index, and per 
capita performance. 
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19th-century 
rare prints and 
photographs on the 
Philippines, with 
barefoot Chinese 
vendors included. 
[Bahay Tsinoy 
Museum Collection] 




Agobernadorcillo 
and a Chinese 
water carrier. 



Buddhist, laborer, undocumented: 

■fbe case of 

Chiengliang-un 
i n [£yte, 1891 



By Jely A. Galang 

he case of Chieng Liang-un is contained in one of the Chinos 
bundles (SDS 13044) at the National Archives of the Philippines. His story, 
though brief, can be supplemented with data from two other bundles (SDS 
13076, SDS 13123) and related secondary materials, and is interesting 
as it can serve as a window to the socio-political interactions, or “power” 
relationship between the colonial administrators and the Chinese in the 
Philippines, during the late 19th century. 

The authorities imposed various restrictive measures on the Chinese, who 
found ways to evade them. The term “power” then refers to negotiations 
between the “powerful” colonial state and the “powerless” Chinese laborer. 

“When he found out that he was being pursued, he tried to escape by 
hiding in a cabin of the ship Luzon bound to leave Tacloban,” the governor 
of Leyte reported on Sept. 16, 1891. 

The “he” was Chieng Liang-un, a Chinese arrested by the guardia civil 
for two unrelated offences. 



A chocolate maker (left) and textile fabric manufacturers in Manila during the late 1890s. 
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The first was for clandestinely conducting 
some Buddhist rites which were prohibited 
in the colony. Second, upon apprehension, 
he failed to present a passport required of all 
Chinese traveling to and within the islands. 
He was detained for almost three weeks in the 
provincial jail while awaiting a final resolution. 

Chieng’s case illustrates how political 
and religious authorities dealt with ordinary 
Chinese when it came to religion, immigration 
and registration, and how the latter found 
ways to evade rules imposed upon them. 

Buddhist 

A reconstruction of Chieng’s story leads 
us to Palo, a pueblo south of Leyte’s capital 
Tacloban. The town’s parish priest (most 
probably a Franciscan father) reported him to 
the police. According to the report, the priest 
learned Chieng was conducting Buddhist 
rites with a number of Chinese within his 
ecclesiastical domain. 

The priest claimed Chieng’s religious 
activities were only a pretext to exploit Palo’s 
Chinese laboring class. In fact, Chieng was 
soliciting funds to build a temple in Chieng’s 
native Tong’an (Tangua) in Southeastern 
China. 

The priest was further alarmed when he 
discovered some native helpers in the area also 
attended the rituals. He believed the natives, 
who had “a penchant for Chinese customs,” 
were being enticed to Chieng’s forbidden 
“gentile cult” [culto gentilico). 

The role the priest played in Chieng’s case 
deserves highlighting. The friars, during the 
Spanish regime, held a lot of power in the 
administration of the colony, a condition aptly 
termed by M. H. del Pilar as “frailocracy.” 

As representatives of the church, friars 
were responsible not only for evangelizing 
the colonized populations but also protecting 
their converts from being “contaminated” by 
the teachings of other faiths such as Buddhism. 

Chieng’s conduct was seen by the priest 
as a direct challenge to his authority. Chieng 
was thus considered a dangerous troublemaker 
who must be arrested and prosecuted. 

Chieng concealed his identity so he could 
reach out to those of the same belief. By 
claiming to be a wage-laborer (jornalero) and 
infidel {infiet), similar to many lower class 
Chinese immigrants of the period, he initially 
did not arouse suspicions. 

He also secretly used a storehouse [camariri) 
as a meeting place for his religious activities 
to elude the authorities. The participation 
of some natives in the rituals suggested that 
Chieng must have had some familiarity with 
the local language - a vital fact that eluded 
the priest. 

Laborer 

Chieng’s attempt to conceal his actual 
religious orientation by disguising himself 
as a jornalero, as well as his conduct of 
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soliciting funds from his compatriots, are also 
noteworthy. The first implies that there was a 
need for Chinese laborers in Leyte, while the 
second suggests that there was a considerable 
number of Chinese laborers in the province 
during the period. 

During the late 19th century, Leyte was 
one of the Philippines’ major abaca-producing 
provinces, as the colony had been actively 
participating in international 
trade since 1834. 

As hemp production was 
labor-intensive, a ready source 
of labor was required, which 
made cheap contract laborers 
from poverty-striken areas 
like Chieng’s Tong’an very 
necessary. 

Based on the official tax 
record of 1891, more than 
10 percent of the Chinese 
in the colony were located 
in Leyte, Albay and Samar, 
where previously no significant 
number of Chinese lived. 

Despite the fact that 
colonial policy on Chinese 
immigration was relaxed in 
1839, the massive volume of 
immigrants into the colony 
occurred only from the 
1850s onwards. Historian 
Edgar Wickberg points to 
improved transportation as a 
fundamental stimulus for the 
arrival of Chinese immigrants, 
particularly coolies. 

In the 1870s, Manila was 
linked to Hong Kong via 
a regular, direct steamship 
service. Poor Chinese peasants 
who wanted a better life would 
go to Hong Kong, either 
voluntarily or 


(usually kidnapped by unscrupulous brokers 
and agents), and from there they were sent 
abroad to work in plantations and mines. 

Also in the 1870s, an inter-island steamer 
system in the colony was established. 
It facilitated the movement of Chinese 
immigrants from Manila to Leyte, whose port 
of Tacloban was opened to world commerce 
in 1873. 
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Chinese immigrant Lao Chua Seng’s landing certificate, 1908. 
involuntary [Bahay Tsinoy Museum Collection] 


Undocumented 

For preaching Buddhist teachings and not 
having a passport, a violation of Article 18 of 
the Superior Decree of Sept. 26,1888, Chieng 
had to pay a fine of 30 Mexican pesos. 

The report further insinuates that Chieng 
must have secretly boarded the ship that 
transported him to the province, as the 
vessel’s captain was also fined 50 pesos for 
possibly unknowingly bringing the Chinese 
to Tacloban without the necessary documents. 

The colonial government’s major purposes 
in requiring the Chinese to possess passports 
and other documents of identification were 
for the efficient collection of taxes and to 
track and regulate the movements of these 
“necessary outsiders.” 

Passports of Chinese coming to the islands 
were issued by the Spanish Consulate in Hong 
Kong and Emuy (Amoy or Xiamen). These 
were then checked at Manila, the port of 
disembarkation. Immigrants would then be 
listed in the capital’s general registry (padron 
general de Chinos ). 

Permits to travel to the provinces, on the 
other hand, were granted by the governor 
general upon the request of the highest official 
of the Chinese community in the colony, the 
Gobernadorcillo de Sangleyes. Upon arrival 
in the provinces, the Chinese would have 
to register again in the provincial capital’s 
registry. Chieng’s number in the Tacloban 
registry was 24615. 

Finally, after deliberations, the court 
decided to deport Chieng back to China 
as “his permanent stay was detrimental 
to the islands.” He was deported on Oct. 
14, 1891 aboard the vessel Yiksang. The 
government paid the contractor Don 
Manuel Jacinto 5.40 Mexican pesos for 
Chieng’s fare. 

In addition, the Gobernadorcillo 
de Sangleyes was ordered to conduct 
thorough investigations on the 
backgrounds of Chinese contract laborers 
who wanted to go the provinces. Such 
procedure would help the said official to 
distinguish genuine laborers from those 
who had a different agenda. 

Conclusion 

Chieng’s story was not an isolated 
one. For instance, there were 330 other 
undocumented and indigent Chinese 
who were deported with him. These 
individuals were considered “criminals” 
^ because they challenged the government’s 
direct political control and financial 
stability at various levels of the colonial 
administration. 

His case, however, not only shows how 
the authorities controlled the ordinary 
laboring Chinese but how the latter 
employed covert ways to evade them as 
well. iP 


















































review 


10 I September20-0ctober3,2016 | Tulciy fortnightly 


Review of Cornerstone’s 

AKO SI JOSEPHINE: 

Emancipation from Eiectronica 

By Fred Hawson 


P ETAs (Philippine Educational Theater Association) “Rak of Aegis” 
proved that a jukebox musical featuring the discography of a musical 
artist or group can have a phenomenal run: it lasted two and a half years. 
Earlier this year, PETA came up with “3 Stars and a Sun” which used the 
songbook of Francis Magalona to tell its story. The PETA Theater was also 
the venue for the excellent “Sa Wakas,” inspired by the music of Ebe Dancel 
and Sugarfree. 

Now, the PETA Theater welcomes Cornerstone Entertainment Inc., a 
local talent management, special events production and music publishing 
company and embark on their first theater production (in cooperation with 
ABS-CBN Events). 


Entitled “Ako si Josephine,” the show 
features one of their prize talents’ music, the 
pop rock princess Yeng Constantino. 

Hoping to recapture the “Rak of Aegis” 
box office magic, the new musical has the 
collaboration of the same creative team: 
playwright Liza Magtoto, director Maribel 
Legarda and musical director Myke Salomon. 

The setting is set in the future, in the 
country of Allegra where the only type of 
music allowed is HYP (short for Happy, 
Youthful and Purposeful), a monotonous 
rhythmic music meant to accompany and 
energize people at work. 

All other types of music were banned. 


and the despotic transgender supervisor 
Monotomia and her three loyal minions 
made sure this law was strictly enforced. 

Responsible for creating this “music” were 
composer Chinito and his co-songwriter 
Josephine. 

Josephine has a huge crush on her stoic 
boss, and longed to write her own kind of 
music: the fun and romantic music which 
her parents wrote before they were exiled to 
Isla Sintunados. 

When she found out later that Chinito 
shared the same sentiments, they collaborated 
to write a song which could free Allegra from 
its oppressive musical landscape. 
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The dystopian theme, set design and 
costumes, and the story of an underground 
group fighting for freedom, really reminded 
me of “3 Stars and a Sun.” The only difference 
was that its treatment of “Josephine” was 
definitely lighter with its bubblegum songs, 
brighter colors and funnier situations. 

The show lasted almost three hours 
with a 10-minute break. Act 1 sets up the 
complicated story quite nicely, but Act 
2’s story development is a bit problematic 
(especially between Josephine and Chinito), 
and could use some more polishing as the 
run goes on. 

The names of the various supporting 
characters were inspired by musical terms, 
like Schizoprano, Tenorchur or Piyoko Ono, 
which I found very witty. 

The colorful background graphics made 
the stage appear like panels of a comic book 
or graphic novel come alive. But sometimes, 
the images were not too clear because of the 
hollow-block like background. 


The most memorable set pieces were the 
“walkalator” on center stage as well as the 
body of an old jeepney, both utilized to great 
effect. 

Ateneo Blue Repertory actress Maronne 
Cruz gets to play her biggest professional 
role so far as Josephine. Her singing voice 
was surprisingly powerful. Her comic timing 
was usually on point with her flexibly goofy, 
expressive face as well as her charming, toothy 
and gummy smile. 

Her alternate in the title role is another 
relatively unknown actress. Via Antonio. 
It was really quite a risk on the part of the 
production to cast these new names in the 
lead role of a new show, but this gave these 
two talented ladies the big chance to prove 
themselves to the audience. 

Theater veteran Joaquin Valdez played 
Josephine’s love interest, Chinito. His 
character’s name is clearly chosen in able to 

JOSEPHINE ,15 
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PARENTING 


By Meah Ang See 

Bar^oot 

and _r ■ 

cai^ree! 


O ne hot day in early June, it was my turn to mind my friend 
Astrid s two daughters (Ara, 7, and Happy, 2) plus my two for 
the afternoon, in return for her minding my kids in March. 
The question: how do we take care of that many kids? The 
answer: if our parents / grandparents could do it, so can we. 

I know that in most of my articles, I sound like a super hands-on momma. 
In truth, I would describe myself as more of a hands-off and hands-free nanay. 


Ara, Achi and Shobe wanted to have a 
picnic at the University of the Philippines 
grounds. I brought food and water, collected 
Astrid’s two girls, and off we went. 

We found a spot on the grass near a nice 
low tree that the girls wanted to climb. We 
wanted to set up shop there, but I forgot to 
bring a hanig. We laid our food on a nearby 
pavement instead. 

The youngest. Happy, wanted ice cream. I 
left the three older ones climbing a tree while 
Happy and I slurped some sorhetes. 

Shobe and Ara had immediately taken 
off their shoes and climbed up and up. Achi 
refused to take off her slippers because there 
were ants all over the tree. 

As expected, Achi stayed near the bottom 
where the trunk and branches were wider. 
She held on to a higher branch for dear life. 

After our ice cream. Happy wanted to 
climb too. I placed her on a low branch, but 
could not let go - her shoes were sliding off 

But the opportunity for a photo could not 
be missed, so I asked Happy to hold on and 
clicked off a shot. Then I took off her shoes 
so she could be left by herself As long as she 
was holding on to another branch, her feet 
could grip the branches. 

When Shobe was in kindergarten, she 
was the only child allowed to wear slippers 
to school (only the t-shirts were uniform. 
Bottoms and footwear were anything goes) 
because the teachers knew that Shobe has 
superb gross and fine motor skills. Plus, it was 
easier for her to take off slippers than shoes, 
so she could just go barefoot the entire time 
she is in school - even when running with 


classmates or during P. E. class! 

Both my girls were bought up going 
barefoot. Even when we went to malls, they 
went barefoot. I put shoes on them only 
when outdoors, where physical injury is a big 
possibility. When we went to their favorite 
playground inside a private subdivision, they 
would also go barefoot. 

Is there danger there? 

I don’t think so. The subdivision is a posh 
gated community where strangers are moni¬ 
tored. I doubt if the residents there would 
discard broken bottles into a playground their 
children play in. There are not even cigarette 
butts around the playground, signifying to 
me that smokers consciously stay away from 
children’s areas. 

As Achi grew up, she got more finicky 
about dust and dirt. But that’s another story. 

Shobe meanwhile, is like me. We go 
barefoot all the time. When the girls go with 
me to Kaisa, Shobe immediately parks her 
shoes under my desk and goes barefoot the 
whole day. 

She learned to do that because I forbade 
her to wear shoes while going up and down 
the staircase. 

Research and our own practical knowledge 
tell us that our feet were meant to touch the 
ground we walk on. The soles of our feet can 
grasp every little nook and cranny, offering us 
more balance and hold. They are not slippery, 
unless they are wet. Feet may get dusty, but 
dust can be washed off and toenails cleaned. 

How about those worms that our parents 
warned us about? If we stay in dry spaces, 
there is little chance of parasites entering our 



Playdate at University of the Philippines grounds. 


bodies. Furthermore, parasites only enter 
the body through “openings” like wounds or 
body cavities like the nose, ears, mouth, eyes. 
Chances are, our children put their hands in 
their mouths, not their feet. 

For young toddlers who are learning to 
walk, going barefoot means that their feet, 
ankles, legs, knees and hips are strengthened. 
They become more balanced, and at the same 
time, agile - an ability that many children 
are now not developing because we “protect” 
them too much. 

Think of the bare foot as a sense organ just 
like the palm of your hand and your fingers. 
While walking and playing, children’s feet 
can feel the subtle different textures of the 
ground - from soft earth, to sand, to smooth 


marble or tile, or rough cement. 

As they feel these differing textures, their 
feet make countless small adjustments in 
how each step is taken. These adjustments 
help each of us form our balance, movement 
systems, and posture for life. 

Back to my picnic story... the UP grounds 
are huge! I had to hold on to the toddler, 
and so needed to be hands off with the three 
older girls. Hence, I asked them all to take 
their shoes off so they don’t fall and hurt 
themselves. 

They soon tired of the tree and started 
running round after each other on the grass. 
Happy soon joined them - barefoot and 
carefree! 
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Second of six parts 

T he civil official Zhang Zhao was 
very upset to hear Sun Quan’s 
decision to fight Cao Cao. He 
went to see Sun Quan with 
another civil official called Gu Yong and 
insisted that the enemy was too powerful to 
resist. Gu Yong added that Liu Bei simply 
wanted to use Wu Kingdom so that Shu 
Kingdom would not have to fight. Listening 
to their arguments, Sun Quan lost his resolve. 

At home, Sun Quan’s mother found her 
son terribly upset. She asked him what was 
wrong, so Sun Quan told his mother about 
his dilemma. She advised him, “Don’t you 
remember your brother’s instructions? He 
told you to consult Zhang Zhao for internal 
affairs and consult Zhou Yu for external 
affairs.” 

Sun then remembered his brother’s words 
and asked the servant to send for Zhou Yu 
at once. 

While training the Wu Kingdom navy 
at Poyang Lake, Zhou Yu heard that Gao 
Gao’s troops had arrived at Hanshang and 
were preparing to defeat Liu Bei’s forces and 
then annex Wu Kingdom. Zhou Yu came to 
Gh’aisang and met with Lu Su, who reported 
all the details of the discussion of how to deal 
with Gao Gao. 

After Zhou Yu arrived in Gh’aisang, Zhang 
Zhou, Gu Yong and the other civil officials 
all came to Zhou Yu to argue for surrender 
while the generals, Gheng Pu, Huang Gai, 
Han Dang, etc., came to argue for resistance. 
Zhou Yu listened to the arguments of the two 
sides and said, “Tomorrow, let us discuss it 
with Sun Quan.” 

The next morning. Sun Quan called all 
his civil and army officials together and asked 
Zhou Yu to make the decision for him. 


The Romance of the Three Kingdoms 

Tlie Battle at the Red Q iff 



Zhou Yu deploys thousands of 
his best soldiers by both water 
and land. 


Zhou Yu said, “From the military point of 
view, Gao Gao’s expansion to the south will 
be limited by four problems: First, he doesn’t 
have a stable home front. Second, people 
from north Ghina are usually not good at 
naval battles. Third, it is winter time now, 
and their cavalry is short of fodder. Fourth, 
they are not used to the weather and living 
conditions in the south.” 

Zhou Yu continued, “Gao Gao claimed to 
have an army and navy of 800,000 soldiers. 
But he actually has only about 200,000. Your 
Majesty, please let me lead a force of 50,000 
soldiers, and I will surely defeat Gao Gao.” 

Sun Quan was encouraged by Zhou Yu 
and replied, “What you have said is what my 
heart tells me to do. I have now decided to 
fight Gao Gao.” 

Zhou Yu was afraid that Sun Quan would 
lose his resolve again. He added, “I myself 
want to risk my life to defeat Gao Gao for 
Your Majesty. But I am afraid you will change 
your mind again.” 

Sun Quan suddenly pulled out his sword 
and chopped off a corner of his desk and 
proclaimed to everyone, “From now on, this 
is what will happen to anyone who wants to 
surrender to Gao Gao.” 
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Sun Quan passed the sword to Zhou Yu 
and announced to all the officials that he 
was appointing Zhou Yu as Marshal, General 
Cheng Pu as Assistant Marshal and Lu Su as 
Field Officer; he conferred on each the power 
to kill anyone who dared to disobey orders. 

Then Zhou Yu announced, “Tomorrow 
morning, everyone must report to my camp. 
Anyone who is late will be punished.” 

The next day, Zhou Yu developed 30,000 
of his best soldiers by both water and land. 
Zhuge Liang accompanied Zhou Yu and 
Lu Su in one of the boats. Zhou Yu ordered 
his forces to halt about 30 kilometers from 
Sanjiangkou. 

Liu Bei had encamped at Fankou and 
was worried about the progress of Cao Gao’s 
troops. He sent his scouts out every day to 
look for a response from Sun Quan. When 
he heard that navy and army forces from Wu 
Kingdom, led by Zhou Yu, were moving west, 
he immediately sent his people to welcome 
Zhou Yu’s forces and himself went to greet 
Zhou Yu by boat. 

Liu Bei said to Zhou Yu, “Marshal Zhou, 
you have made the right decision. May I ask 
how many soldiers you have?” 

Zhou Yu answered, “30,000 soldiers.” 

Liu Bei said, “Not enough.” 

Zhou Yu replied firmly, “They are enough! 
Just wait. Your Majesty, and you will see me 
defeat Cao Gao’s forces.” 

Seeing Zhou Yu full of confidence, Liu Bei 
returned to his camp satisfied that they would 
defeat Cao Cao. 

Several days later, Cao Cao sent a letter 
of challenge to Zhou Yu: “From the Great 
Prime Minister of Han Dynasty to Marshal 
Zhou.” Zhou Yu flew into a rage when he 
saw the letter. Without opening it, he tore it 
into pieces and ordered his soldiers to kill the 
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messenger at once. He ordered the messenger’s 
assistant to take the head of the messenger 
back to Cao Cao. 

The next morning, Zhou Yu ordered his 
general Gan Ning to lead the advance fleet. 
General Han Dang to lead the left wing fleet 
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and General Jiang Qin to lead the right wing 
fleet. Zhou Yu himself led the rear fleet. 

The four fleets of warships sailed to the 


west together at full speed. At Sanjiangkou, 
they saw large fleets of warships sailing from 
Cao Cao’s camp ready to fight. 

Cao Cao became enraged when he 
heard that Zhou Yu had torn his letter into 
pieces and killed his messenger. He ordered 
Generals Cai Mao and Zhang Yun, who had 
surrendered to him after the fall of Jingzhou 
City, to lead the advance fleet, and Cao Cao 
himself led the rear fleet against Zhou Yu’s 
attack. 

As the two enemy fleets got closer and 
closer to each other, Cai Mao’s younger 
brother Cai Xun decided to attack General 
Gan Ning of the Wu Kingdom navy. Gan 
Ning shot down Cai Xun with an arrow and 
Gan Ning’s sailors began shooting with their 
crossbows. 

Generals Jiang Qin and Han Dang made 
their attacks from the left and the right into 
Cao Cao’s fleet. Most of Cao Cao’s soldiers 
were new recruits from Qingzhou and 
Xuzhou cities and had no experience on the 
water. Because they could not even stand 
steadily on the rocking warships, many of 
them were killed or wounded. 

After fighting for several hours, Zhou Yu 
had routed Cao Cao’s navy, and he decided 
to retreat since he saw Cao Cao had more 
warships than he had. (p 

To be continued 


Source: A Pictorial Series of The Ten Greatest 
Chinese Literature Classics (D D D D D D 
D D D D D D ), vol. 8. Hilit Publishing Co. 

Ltd. (D DDDDDDDDDDD )H990. 
Illustrations by Dai Dunbang (D D D )> Luo 
Xixian (D D D ) and Wang Chongkui (D D D )■ 
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kun kun ke kao 

to haggle over every 
ounce 

to be particular 
about small things 

DDDD 

ao t'ao ao bin 

ugly head and face 

frowning 

DDDD 

t'ian t’ian t'o t'o 

playful actions 

naughty, 

mischievous 

DDDD 

fun fun fo fo 

swallowing and 
spitting 

hesitant 

DDDD 

ho tarn tsui ti 

rain and water drops 

wet weather 


When wordsfail, use idioms... 


Hokkien style (28) 

By Eleanor Tan 

Hokkien, on the tongues of Tsinoys, has grown and evolved, taking 
on a life of its own. Sometimes words simply fail us. With some 
creativity, Tsinoys have strung together words to form colorful 
phrases that simply hit the bull's eye. Here are some expressions 
unique to Hokkien as favored by Tsinoys. 
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Details of the tombstone of Chan Chuy Kong in Pagsanghan, Samar. The tombstone 
indicates his ancestral village Eni and the names of his descendants, including Chan Bon 
Kheng (encircled). This is one of the materials that led the author to believe that Chan Bon 
Kheng is Chan Chuy Kong’s son. Bon Kheng is a nephew. 


WRONG BOOKING 

(from p. 16) 

Both took the surname Alosos after the 
first wife of their grandfather who died when 
both siblings were still very young. 

Evitas uncle Romeo Reales (Chan Bon 
Dian D D D )? who took the surname 
“Reales” after the second Filipino wife of 
her grandfather, is the only member of their 
family in Samar who knows Chinese. He told 
the family that the Chinese name Chan Eng 
Hua(D D D ) is the name of either Eleuterio 
or Pedro. 

However, the name Chan Bon Kheng is 
not a familiar name to her family. I privately 
thought Chan Bon Kheng is one of Evitas 
lost uncles, Pedro (Chan Eng Hua). For how 
else can Chan Bon Kheng have Evitas father 
and aunts’ photographs? 

Also, one of the notes that came with the 
photographs Chan Bon Kheng sent had the 
name Chan Eng Hua written on it, along 
with the Chinese name of Evitas uncle Ro¬ 
meo. Both Chan Bon Kheng and Chan Bon 


Dian use the same generation name Bon [] . 

Further, Eleuterio and Romeo’s father 
Chan Chuy Kong (D D D ) had in his tomb a 
list which included Chan Bon Kheng as one of 
his male descendants. Chan Bon Dian’s name 
is also in the note as the main person to con¬ 
tact on behalf of the searcher named Pedro. 

I surmised that Chan Bon Kheng may 
have, later in his life, have had a new nick¬ 
name and/or a different Chinese name alto¬ 
gether, as practiced by other Chinese of his 
generation. Chan Bon Kheng must be Pedro, 
the younger of the two lost brothers. 

Video chat in detail 

So, it’s only Eleuterio who is yet to be 
found. Evita kept at me to confirm where the 
other brother was and what had happened 
to him. 

On Evitas birthday last Dec. 29, 2013, I 
was able to arrange a video chat with Chan 
Bon Kheng’s family in Fujian and Evita’s 
family in Pagsanghan. This could be a good 
opportunity to clarify the question on where 
Eleuterio is. 

But deep inside, I dreaded what that even¬ 


tuality could be. After successfully connecting 
those in China and Pagsanghan, I left the 
family to have this time to themselves. 

Looking at both screens separately, I saw 
that Chan Bon Kheng had a strong resem¬ 
blance to his long lost relative Eleuterio. 

After the session, I asked Evita how it went. 
She replied her father and aunts were very 
thankful for the opportunity to finally meet 
their long lost kin. She added that she knew 
the experience was very emotional for them 
without their saying it. 

All of them were teary-eyed. After more 
than 50 years, they cannot believe that they 
are seeing their long lost brother again. 

One thing bothered them though. The 
relatives in China, including the elderly Chan 
Bon Kheng, insisted that there were no other 
siblings who were sent to China. Chan Bon 
Kheng did not have any brothers in China - 
all his siblings are in the Philippines. 

Has Chan Bon Kheng become a bit senile 
and forgot about certain details of his child¬ 
hood? Or perhaps he is hiding the true fate of 
Terio from the family in Pagsanghan? 

Or even, perhaps without Chan Bon 
Kheng’s knowing, he has a brother in China? 
Or is it all just a matter of “lost in translation?” 

We do not know. We were all confused. 

I explained to Evita that perhaps, Eleuterio 
had been sent to China separately from Pedro. 
Or that he may have been adopted by another 
family. Or worse, perhaps Eleuterio went 
missing during the 1949 civil war. 

I harbor these dreadful assumptions be¬ 
cause I had experienced a similar situation in 
our family (“Relative Finder: Nine months,” 
Tulay, Junel9'July 9, 2012 issue). 

My grandfather’s cousins Rufino Dy Chan 
(D D D /D D D ) ^nd Francisco Dy Chan 
(D D D ) had been sent from Catarman, 
Northern Samar, back to China as young 


boys. At the onset of the Chinese civil war, 
both were kidnapped by the KMT and drafted 
as child soldiers. One of them was never heard 
from again. 

After the video call, I did not receive any 
news from both families for a while. It looked 
like both sides were contented knowing that 
they now have a means of contacting each 
other. The good news of finding their long 
lost uncles spread. 

On Feb. 22, 2014,1 got a message from a 
Marites Reales. She said Evita referred her to 
me. She needed help in reconnecting with her 
relatives in China, especially her lost uncle. 
Because she is based in Manila, she would 
have faster Internet connection. 

I originally thought this was a new family 
seeking help. But she turned out to be Evita’s 
cousin who is based in Manila. Marites is 
the daughter of Eugenio’s younger brother 
Romeo/Chan Bon Dian. Marites’ family used 
Reales as their legal family name. 

She was very curious about this story of 
their family being reconnected after several 
decades. Based on the generation poem of 
the Longshan Chan, Evita and Marites are my 
aunts even though both are almost my age. 

Through Facebook, Marites and I 
frequently chatted about our common 
heritage, the history of the Chan clan, the 
Chinese migration here in the Philippines 
and, most importantly, the long story of 
how we were finally able to reconnect their 
family. I kept urging her to go visit her 
relatives in China. 

She was very interested, especially as she 
has traveled to Beijing. Finally on Dec. 9, she 
decided to make that historic visit on behalf of 
their family and started her visa application. 

Travel adviser 

With my extensive experience reuniting 
families in China and the Philippines, another 



The author (right) with Marites Reales, her partner Michael Milner and her father Romeo Reales 
during a meeting at SM Megamall. 
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hat I often take is that of being a travel adviser. 
Having traveled to China before, Marites 
didn’t have a problem with her visa. 

But her American partner, Michael Milner, 
looked like he may have complications with 
his visa application. She was finally able to 
submit their visa documents on Jan. 7. 

Marites kept me up to date with her travel 
arrangements, asking me for advice on all 
sorts of travel preparations - hotel, food, 
transport, even what to bring to her relatives 
as pasalubong. 

I advised the best time to visit is dur¬ 
ing the Chinese New Year celebrations 
since China has only two main holiday 


seasons and Chinese New Year is the most 
important of the two, where most Chinese 
would return home to their families for a 
week-long holiday. 

I had visited my relatives before outside 
of this period and it was embarrassing to see 
them go out of their way to schedule work 
leaves to entertain us. Hence, I strongly 
urged their visiting during the Chinese spring 
festival. 

I recommended Quanzhou Overseas Chi¬ 
nese Hotel. Aside from its welcoming name to 
Chinese diaspora such as myself and Marites, 
the hotel with its English speaking staff is 
also conveniently situated at the heart of the 


historic quarter and is well suited to overseas 
Chinese. Its Philippine peso to yuan exchange 
service is also a plus. 

I also told Marites that there are now direct 
flights from Manila to Xiamen, which is just 
an hour’s drive to our ancestral village at the 
outskirts of Quanzhou City. 

On Jan. 11, she messaged me that she had 
booked very cheap promo tickets for herself 
and Mike. Flight date was during the 2015 
Chinese New Year, as advised. Her destination 
was Guangzhou City. 

Wait, Guangzhou City? That’s Guangzhou, 
capital city of neighboring Guangdong prov¬ 
ince, not Quanzhou City. 


I asked her to rebook but she refused. The 
flights to Quanzhou are very expensive due 
to late booking and besides, Quanzhou is not 
covered by any promo. And as per the airlines’ 
policy, tickets cannot be rebooked! 

So she planned instead to take the train 
from Guangzhou to Quanzhou. It was then 
that she realized how very far the two cities 
are from each other. 

She conceded that this is going to be a dif¬ 
ficult journey. She and Mike do not speak any 
Chinese. Aside from that, they are arriving 
in Guangzhou during the busiest time of the 
year, on the eve of Chinese New Year. 

What to do? The saga continues. ^ 


JOSEPHINE, 10 

include Constantino’s hit song of the same 
name. 

There was no doubt regarding Valdez’s 
singing talent, as evident in past shows I had 
seen him in, “Into the Woods” and “The Last 
Five Years.” This is the first time I had seen 
him in a Filipino language play, however. 

Valdez had to flex his acting muscles more 
in Act 2 because Chinito had to talk and act 
weird. The script in this part was puzzling in 
its inconsistency. 

Ricci Chan plays the main antagonist role 
of Monotomia. The last time I saw Chan in a 
major play was in “Care Divas,” also a cross¬ 
dressing role, also produced by PETA. 

He transforms easily into these flamboyant 
transgender characters, playing his evil 
character with glee. His singing voice is also 
solid, as is his comic interaction with the 
orchestra audience. 

His alternate in this role is the inimitable Jon 
Santos, whom I had also seen wearing drag 
in the show “Priscilla Queen of the Desert.” 

The two say they will be essaying two 
different kinds of Monotomia, which 
certainly makes it very tempting to check 
out both performances. 

Among the ensemble, my favorite 
performers were Raul Montesa and Joanne 
Co, who played Josephine’s parents 
(Andante and Pitchy-Pitchy) in cute flashback 
sequences. 

They wore very flashy and colorful 
70s-like fashion. These two senior actors 
really stole every scene they were in with 
their strong stage presence and amazing 
vocals when they sing. I wish there were 
more scenes with them. 

I did not expect that they would also be re¬ 
sponsible for the operatic singing of Chinito’s 
parents (Kundiman and Harana) who were 
shown to us by video. Being from the older 
generation, these were my favorite scenes in 
the whole show. 

Vic Robinson stood out as the tone- 


deaf messenger Flattitude. His comic 
highlight was when he was transmitting 
messages between Josephine and Chinito via 
the walkalator. 

TeetinVillanueva (as Helena), Lemuel 
Silvestre (as Stacatto) and Ruth 
Alferez (as Piyoko-ono) played the rest of 
the Syncopados, Josephine’s secret group. 

That scene when they were composing 
music using ancient cell phones 
was delightful. 

Jay Gonzaga (as Bola-Bass), Roi 
Calilong (as Tenorchur) and Domileo 
Espejo (as Schizoprano) hilariously played 
the Konduktor, the three henchmen of 
Monotomia. Their fierce and ardent 
grinding and voguing were shamelessly funny. 

The rest of the multi-tasking ensemble 
include Joshua Cabilad (as Fortissimo), Ni¬ 
cole Manlulo, Yumi Lacsamana, Chir Cata¬ 
lan and Norbs Portales. 

I have known Constantino since she 
won Pinoy Dream Academy 10 years ago 
in 2006. Unfortunately, I only know a 
few of her songs (unlike the more classic 
Aegis or FrancisM oeuvres). I only know 
the big hits like “Hawak Kamay,” 
“Chinito,” and “Ikaw” out of the 28 (!) songs 
by Constantino used in the show. 

“Jeepney Love Song” and “Pag-ibig” I did 
not know before, but they were turned into 


very entertaining song and dance numbers by 
Josephine’s parents that I liked a lot. 

However, the other mellow love songs just 
seemed to indistinctly blend into one another, 
even in their varied versions. The youthful 
story and kooky characters may have mass 


appeal, but millennial fans who are more 
familiar with Constantino’s music would 
probably enjoy the show more. (P 

Reprinted with permission from http://3xhcch. 
blogspot. com/2016/09/review-ofr cornerstones- 
ako'si'josephine. htmlpublished Sept. 10,2016. 
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One of the 
two notes that 
accompanied seven 
solo photographs 
sent by Chan 
Bon Kheng. This 
note includes the 
supposed Filipino 
name and Chinese 
name of the 
searcher, Pedro 
Alosos, that of his 
third mother Susana 
and step-brother 
Chan Bon Dian. 


Photograph of Chan Chuy Kong and his two sons, Eleuterio (left) and Pedro (right), taken 
in Manila Streamline Studio which was owned by Chan Chuy Kong’s younger brother. This 
is a souvenir photograph taken prior to Chan Chuy Kong leaving the Philippines to bring his 
Filipino-Chinese mestizo sons to China. 


Author’s note: This is a continuation of Rela¬ 
tive Finder story, ''Saga afier the storm, ” Tulay, 
July 5'18, 2016 issue. 

H ow important can a piece of 
scribbled paper be? Sometimes, a 
nondescript note can mean a lot. 
This is a case of one such letter 
that my friend Ed Lim made a photocopy of 
and had fortunately posted on Facebook a 
few months before Typhoon Yolanda ravaged 
Tacloban. 

Written on it are several names, one in 
Filipino (Pedro Alosos), the rest in Chinese 
characters. This note is one of the items Chan 
Bon Kheng (D D D ) sent Eds family to help 
his search for his lost family. 

Chan Bon Kheng was born in the Phil¬ 
ippines to a Chinese father and a Filipina 


mother before World War IL As a young boy, 
he was sent by his father to Chinas Fujian 
province and did not return for over half a 
century. 

His entire immediate family, including his 
father, were left here. 

In 2013, Ed and I were able to find some 
of Chan Bon Kheng s lost relatives in Pagsang- 
han, a small town in the province of Samar. 

I frequently liaised with the family through 
Evita Chan-Dominguez, Chan Bon Kheng’s 
newly found niece. Her father Eugenio is from 
Chan Bon Kheng’s generation. 

Not one, but two 

During our exchanges on Facebook mes¬ 
senger, Evita mentioned that there were actu¬ 
ally two brothers of her father who were sent 
back to China: Eleuterio, the elder brother, 
and Pedro, the younger. 


BOOKING, U 


Wif|^]OEling 

By Eduardo Chan de la Cruz 


Pedro’s ID photo used 
in his travel documents 
in going China. This 
is the only memory of 
Eugenio and family of 
one of their two brothers 
who were lost after they 
left for China. (Photo 
from the Chan family in 
Pagsanghan, Samar). 

























